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Canadian-made plasma cutting tables are perfect for 
schools looking to train the next generation of skilled 

workers
M A R K  STAC H I E W

Postmedia Content Works

Fab-Cut is doing its part 
to alleviate this country’s 
labour shortage by offering 
high schools and colleges a 
unique and affordable CNC 
plasma cutting table that 
helps train future workers 
with the skills that Canadian 
companies so desperately 
need.

“All of North America 
right now is crying out for 
workers because of a labour 
shortage in the trades and 
the world has become more 
aware of those shortages,” 
said René Barnes, the presi-
dent and owner of Fab-Cut 
Systems. Fab-Cut is a Kings-
ton-based Original Equip-
ment Manufacturer (OEM) 
of CNC plasma cutting 
tables that he and his wife 
Laurie operate.

While Fab-Cut has cus-
tomers for its cutting tables 
across the country, Barnes 
noted that schools in On-
tario that are looking to 
invest in this type of equip-
ment can tap into the re-
cently-announced $24 mil-
lion Apprenticeship Capital 
Grant. The fund aims to im-
prove and modernize equip-
ment and training facilities 
that support hands-on learn-
ing for students and appren-
tices in the province. 

“People are getting more 
into automation, robotics 
and CNC equipment. The 
training on our tables offers 
students an introduction 
to the skills companies are 
looking for,” he said. Stu-
dents training on Fab-Cut 
tables could potentially 
walk out of school directly 
into better-paying jobs in 

fabrication and manufac-
turing where this type of 
equipment is used routinely.

For schools considering 
a cutting table, Fab-Cut of-
fers its Pro Steel 4x4 or 4x8 
educational package which 
features a simple, rugged, 
and space-saving design 
perfect for facilities that lack 
the space for larger systems. 
For those that do have the 
room, Fab-Cut’s system is 
completely modular which 
means it can be expanded 
into something larger to 
keep up with a school’s 
growing needs, something 
Barnes says that his com-
petitors don’t offer.

Fab-Cut also offers schools 
its Compact 4x4 cutting sys-
tem, an ultra-lightweight 
and compact all-aluminum 
cutting table that can be 
easily folded into an upright 
position designed for easy 
mobility and to maximize 
limited workshop space.

“A lot of our competitors 
build a plasma table, or they 
build a router table,” said 
Barnes, “But our system is 

multi-use. We can install 
a plasma, router, oxy-fuel, 
cardboard-cutting option, 
label-cutting, and pipe-cut-
ting attachments to a unit 
making it very versatile.”

That flexibility also means 
that the systems are easy to 
upgrade as technology chan-
ges, so new attachments can 
be added in the future and 
the software and computers 
needed to control them can 
be upgraded as required.

Another feature of Fab-
Cut tables that sets them 
apart from other manufac-
turers is their safety enclos-
ures that use clear Lexan 
sheets to ensure non break-
age, and can meet a PSR 
certification if required. The 
inside panels are protected 
with a shade three welding 
screen that not only protects 
the eyes of students watch-
ing the cutting process, but 
also protects the Lexan from 
being damaged by sparks. 
So far, the only province that 
requires these enclosures 
in educational settings is 
Ontario, said Barnes, but he 

noted that customers from 
other provinces have found 
them to be a useful upgrade. 
Fab-Cut Systems are Can-

adian Standards Association 
(CSA) approved. 

On the software side, Fab-
Cut offers a standard 10-in-
dividual stand-alone edu-
cational license package for 

secondary schools and other 
educational facilities. Each 
license allows a separate 
laptop or desktop to login 
and operate the CAD/CAM 
Software and cutting table. 
Optional license upgrade 
packages of 20, 30, or 40 
stand-alone user licenses are 
also available to better suit 
customers’ needs. No need 
for a dongle or software key 
that can be easily lost and 
costly to replace.

For schools with an exist-
ing older system in place, 
Fab-Cut Systems offers retro 
upgrade packages to bring 
the older system up to date 
and save the school board 
money as well.

Fab-Cut offers all the 
training and after-sales sup-

port that schools need to get 
their equipment operation-
al and in the hands of stu-
dents as quickly as possible 
through remote login or 
onsite if required.

“From the time we start 
setting up to the time we’re 
done, within half an hour 
they’re cutting and mak-
ing parts,” said Barnes, who 
added that Fab-Cut provides 
extensive training videos on 
its website and has a team of 
technicians who can log on 
remotely to their customers’ 
systems to help train them 
and troubleshoot any prob-
lems they might encounter.

As for when customers 
can get their tables deliv-
ered, Barnes said that the 
pandemic has complicated 
the supply chain for cut-
ting-head attachments. Fab-
Cut can build a table quickly 
because it’s manufactured 
locally and has expanded 
its list of suppliers and in-

creased its inventory to 
help alleviate many of those 
issues. 

For more information, 
visit www.fab-cut.com/prod-
ucts/educational-packages/ 
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Fab-Cut offers a unique and affordable CNC plasma cutting table that helps train future 
workers. 

 SUPPLIED

Fab-Cut is a Kingston-based Original Equipment Manufacturer of CNC plasma cutting 
tables. 
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